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THE AASSOCIATION of CCHURCH 
MMUSICIANS IN PPHILADELPHIA 
The Association of Church Musicians in Philadelphia, as the local chapter of the National Association of Pastoral 
Musicians, assists and supports the work of the Office for Divine Worship of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. 

F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  
     The National Association of Pastoral Musicians, established 
on July 1, 1976, celebrated its 40th anniversary in 2016.  ACMP 
is proud to be the Philadelphia Chapter of NPM.  NPM has a 
long history of service to the Church, its worship, and those 
who minister to both, and has served as a source of liturgical, 
musical and educational formation for musicians across the 
country.   Who is NPM? 
     Nancy Bannister (1942-2006), former administrator at NPM, 
tells us who we are as an Association: “We call ourselves an 
Association because we are people bound together by things 
more powerful than we are: music, prayer and worship. We call 
ourselves Pastoral because we carry within us a call to serve the 
people of God as we gather to worship, to sing our prayer to 
God. We call ourselves Musicians as we live our days in 
response to a musical gift from the Creator, given to each of 
those willing to do the work of developing that gift. We call 
ourselves National because we live and breathe the unique spirit 
which is the Church in the United States. We are the National 
Association of Pastoral Musicians.” (Virgil Funk, Pastoral Music 
Magazine, September 2016). 
     Cincinnati is host to the annual NPM convention the week 
of July 10, 2017; Baltimore welcomes us in 2018! Perhaps you 
can plan to attend. There is something for everyone: music 
directors, cantors, organists, choir members, instrumentalists, 
etc. It is a wonderful opportunity to meet colleagues from 
across the country and reconnect with friends. 
     Father Paul Colloton, OSFS, former NPM program director 
for 13 years, is with us on February 4 in Blue Bell for our 
Winter Workshop 2017: From Hosanna to Hallelujah: The 
Liturgy and Music of Holy Week. Father will guide us 
through the liturgies of Holy Week and what our focus should 
be as music ministers. 
     We gather at the Malvern Retreat House on Sunday 
afternoon, February 26. Father Charles Zlock, pastor of St. 
Monica in Berwyn, presents “Vatican II: The Good-The True-
The Banners and Balloons.” 
     City of God. Sing a New Church. Supper of the Lord. Sound 

familiar? What is wrong with the texts of these hymns?  Find out 
when Monsignor Gregory Parlante, pastor of St. Cornelius, 
Chadds Ford, presents three Monday evenings of catechesis:  
April 24, May 8 and May 22, locations listed inside the 
newsletter.                    
     A new and exciting initiative is about to begin! Our ACMP/
NPM Philadelphia Chapter will be launching a program giving 
continuing education grants to musicians in the areas of liturgical 
studies, organ, voice, and other instruments. Several committee 
members spent many hours formatting this program: Sister 
Lauretta Linsalatta, Ginny Chiodo, Eileen Groody, Cathy Galie, 
Maria Lennon, Susan DiFlorio, Jean Madden, Vince DiFrancesco, 
Ron Chancler, Pat Gallo-Terrenzio. A very special award — The 
Peter LaManna Excellence in Music Scholarship-will be 
given to a high school senior. Look for more information on the 
web and via email. 
     I extend congratulations to two ACMP members: Ralph 
Purri and Charlene Angelini. Ralph, our immediate past 
president, has been appointed Interim Director of Music at St. 
Charles Seminary, and our colleague Charlene was recently 
appointed Director of Liturgical Music at the Cathedral-Basilica 
of Saints Peter and Paul. Charlene, a 1999 graduate of Nazareth 
Academy High School, grew up in St. Frances Cabrini Parish in 
Fairless Hills, Bucks County. ACMP extends its support and best 
wishes to both. 
     In closing, I share the last paragraph in “NPM’s Influence on 
Repertoire,” an article authored by John Romeri in Pastoral 
Music (September 2016). 
     “The repertoire of the Church in America has indeed 
improved since the days immediately after Vatican II. NPM can 
look proudly at the lasting influence it has had and will continue 
to have on the repertoire of the Church in this country…..and 
can take a particular pride that it continually calls pastoral 
musicians in America to strive for the excellence that true 
worship demands. It is when our art is perfected that it is 
worthy to be prayer.”   Pat Gallo-Terrenzio 

 

Join us for this day of 
enrichment and fellowship 
with Father Paul Colloton! 
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POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE 

 
Musicians... Looking for a job?  Churches... Looking for a musician? 
All “Positions Available” listings (church seeking musician) will be 
printed in one issue of the ACMP Newsletter, and included for 
approximately three months on the website.  This is a free 
service.  Please contact newsletter@acmpmusic.com to submit your 
advertisement. 
 

Keyboardist / Organist for Adult Choir Our Lady of the Rosary 
Parish, Coatesville 

Choir sings twice monthly and rehearses once weekly. Must be familiar 
with playing choir parts. To apply please email resume with 3 references 
to Gail Mascherino, Music Director, Our Lady of  the Rosary Parish: 
gailmascherino@aol.com; or call 610-696-8338.  

Music Coordinator Saint Katherine Drexel Parish, Chester  

Seeking someone to plan music, schedule organist/cantors, play the 4:00 
Vigil and 8:30 AM Sunday Masses, play funerals/weddings. Interested 
persons, please contact Chrissy Penning at penningcr@yahoo.com.  

Choir Director for the Hispanic Archdiocesan Adult Choir 

The Office for Divine Worship is  looking for a person who would plan 
repertoire with Charlene Angelini, Director of Music at the Cathedral 
Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul for the Puerto Rican Mass, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Mass,  and any other Archdiocesan Events in which the 
Hispanic Choir can enhance the Liturgy. This person must have ample 
experience working in the Catholic Church - Music Degree 
preferred.  He or she must be familiar with all aspects of Liturgy, and be 
collaborative with the staff in the Office for Divine Worship.   Those 
interested may apply to Charlene Angelini at cangelini@archphila.org. 

Director of Music Ministry, St. Ignatius of Antioch, Yardley 

Part-time position; primary responsibility is the coordination and 
administration of music for all parish liturgical celebrations including 
weddings, funerals, etc. The Director of Music Ministry must have a 
thorough knowledge and practical understanding of the Sacred Liturgy, 
liturgical music and the related and pertinent Church documents. For 
more information regarding this position, please send your resume to: 
jobs@siparish.org Attn: Human Resources. 

University of Notre Dame: Master of Sacred Music and Doctor 
of Musical Arts in Organ 

Details of the program are at NDMSM and NDDMA. The assistantships 
pay full tuition for two years plus a stipend of $12,500 per year. All 
students in the MSM program are supported with tuition grants. Email: 
ccramer@nd.edu. Notre Dame’s DMA program launched three years 
ago. Details of the program can be found at NDDMA. Contact Dr. 
Cramer if you know of anyone who might be interested in applying. 

V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E  a t  

ACMPMUSIC.COM 
Find lots of useful news and information! 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES 
 

Those interested may now place ads in future newsletters: 
members or non-members; musicians or non-musicians; 
individuals or businesses.  All ads are subject to approval by 
the editorial staff. 
 

Business Card Size Ads: (to be submitted electronically) 
 

1 issue — $30   2 issues — $55 
3 issues — $80   4 issues —  $105 

 

Contact Cally Welsh at 
callywelsh@msn.com 
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From the 
OFFICE FOR DIVINE WORSHIP 
 
 

 
 
Conservation of Ashes in the Case of Cremation 

Since funerals are a large part of our music ministry, Father Gill felt it important for all of us 
to be aware of the instructions regarding the conservation of cremated remains. The 
following is an excerpt of a memorandum sent to all bishops, priests, and deacons in the 
archdiocese.   

This past October 25, 2016, Cardinal Müller, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
issued the Instruction Ad resurgendum cum Christo, regarding the proper burial of the deceased Christian 
and the conservation of the ashes in the case of cremation. Our current archdiocesan guidelines, Norms 
Regarding Cremation in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, published on September 6, 2013, accord with the 
Vatican Instruction. The Instruction provides a concise presentation of the faith of the Church with 
regard to the resurrection of the body and the reverence that accompanies the burial of a Christian. The 
preference for the burial of the body is reiterated. Yet, the increased use of cremation requires explicit 
norms. Namely, the ashes are to be interred and not maintained in a domestic residence, are not to be 
divided up in any way, and are not to be scattered.  

The recent Vatican guidelines and the archdiocesan guidelines can be found on the website of the Office 
for Divine Worship: http://www.odwphiladelphia.org/sacred-liturgy/archdiocesanguidelines/. 

An audio explanation of the Vatican guidelines can be found at: 

http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2016/10/25/vatican-issues-new-guidelines-on-cremation-says-noto-
scattering-ashes/. 

 

Universal Prayers for the Church Year 

    We are happy to inform our members that Fr. Gill has composed the texts 
for a setting of the Universal Prayers for the Liturgical Year. Music for the 
prayers was composed by Richard Gibala, Director of Music at the Cathedral 
of St. Thomas More in Arlington, Virginia. Father G. Dennis Gill, of course, is 
Director of the Archdiocesan Office for Divine Worship. The work is 
published by Morning Star under the title Universal Prayers for the Church Year. 

     This new publication is part of Morning Star’s Parish Choral Series. Some 
of the Ordinary Time intentions were originally composed for the Mass with 
Pope Francis celebrated in Philadelphia in September, 2015. The intentions 
can be sung or recited, and the responses can be sung in unison or harmony. 
We wish Father Gill well in this new venture. 
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RECENT APPOINTMENTS TO ARCHDIOCESAN MUSIC POSITIONS 
     Charlene Angelini, a 
member of ACMP, was 
appointed as the new Director 
of Liturgical Music for the 
Cathedral-Basilica of Saints Peter 
and Paul in August 2016. The 
first female to serve in this role, 
Charlene directs the Cathedral-
Basilica Choir, Archdiocesan 
Choir, oversees the 

Archdiocesan Boy and Girl Choirs, and the Cathedral’s 
Basilica Music Academy. She is responsible for all 
liturgical music for Archdiocesan celebrations and 
sacramental celebrations at the Cathedral. Charlene, a 
Philadelphia native, comes to this position with 25 years 
of experience as a cantor and 10 years as choral 
director. Since 2010 she has served as the principal 
cantor for liturgical celebrations at the Cathedral, 
including the Papal Masses in 2015. Charlene has also 
served as Music Director at Our Lady Help of 
Christians Parish (Philadelphia) and substitute organist 
for various parishes in Philadelphia. She holds a 
Bachelor of Music degree in piano and vocal 
performance from West Virginia University. Charlene is 
thrilled and excited to take on this new role as the 
Director of Music for the Cathedral-Basilica. 

    Ralph Purri, longtime 
member of ACMP, has been 
appointed Interim Director of 
Music at St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary. In this capacity he 
will serve as Choir Director 
for the major liturgies, share in 
the organist duties, assist with 
individual vocal training for 
cantors and for the teaching of 

the chants of the Roman Missal to those being ordained 
deacons and priests, teach new hymns, psalm tones and 
Mass settings to the student body and oversee 
repertoire selection for seminary liturgies. Ralph has 
been Director of Liturgy and Music at St. Denis Church 
in Havertown since November of 1982. In addition, he 
teaches vocal music at Little Flower High School, where 
he also directs the Concert Choir and the select vocal 
ensemble, The Flowerettes. Ralph currently serves on 
the ACMP Board of Directors and was president from 
2011 to 2015. For six years he was the chairperson of 
the NPM Standing Committee for Cantors and 
completed the Cantor and Master Cantor Institute 
offered by NPM.  Ralph is a graduate of Westminster 
Choir College (B MEd) and Temple University, where 
he earned a Master of Music degree in Composition. 

May the angels lead her into Paradise… 
Sister Regina Gormley, SSJ 

 
  Sister Regina Gormley, 
known earlier as Sister 
Joseph Regina, died at 
Saint Joseph Villa on 
September 22, 2016. 
Her funeral followed on 
September 28. Sister 
Regina was a presenter 
at many of ACMP’s 
workshops and the 

director for several Lenten retreats.  
     Regina, the eldest of three children, attended 
St. Matthew School and St. Hubert High School, 
both in Philadelphia. Following graduation, the 
young Regina entered the Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Chestnut Hill. From her early years, Sister Regina 

knew the discipline of dedicated work, as testified 
by her steadfastness in mastering the piano and 
later the organ. Her talent in music was recognized 
immediately.  
     Sister Regina was well-prepared for her life in 
music ministry. Having been educated at Chestnut 
Hill College and Catholic University of America, 
Regina served as music teacher, SSJ novitiate 
teacher, faculty member, campus minister, and 
parish director of liturgy and music. Sister Regina 
was a major influence in the lives of so many 
people. She had a warm and welcoming way which 
endeared her to all. She was spiritually alive with 
the joy and love of the Lord, so evident in her life, 
in sickness and in health. Regina’s life-energy, zeal, 
wisdom, and joy flowed from God. Her 
contemplative spirit was deeply connected to the 
Spirit of God and to Mary, to whom she had great 
devotion. 
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LENTEN RETREAT DAY 
FOR MUSIC MINISTERS 

Sunday, February 26, 2017 
(Sunday preceding Ash Wednesday) 

 

Malvern Retreat House at the Upper McShain Conference Center 
315 South Warren Avenue, Malvern, PA 19355 

MalvernRetreat.com 
 

Retreat Director: Father Charles Zlock 
Pastor, Saint Monica Parish, Berwyn 

 

Father’s Focus will be on 
 Vatican II:  The Good – The True – The Banners and Balloons 

The retreat begins at 2:00 PM and conclude at 6:00 PM., 
including dinner and Evening Prayer.  

Cost: ACMP Members: $30.00; Non-members: $35.00; 
Five or more from the same parish (members or non-members): $30.00 

 

Registration 
There is no registration form. Send your name(s), a phone number, and check to Pat 
Gallo-Terrenzio.  Call or e-mail her with any questions at 215-947-4759 or 
patgallo316@comcast.net.  The deadline for registering is Monday, February 20. 
 

Pat Gallo-Terrenzio, 3216 Maple Drive, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 

 

SPRING CATECHESIS 

Bad Poetry, Bland Theology: 
A Discussion of Hymn Texts 

Msgr. Gregory Parlante, Pastor 
Saint Cornelius, Chadds Ford 

 

Monday, April 24th at Saint Cornelius, Chadds Ford 
Monday, May 8 at Mary, Mother of the Redeemer, North Wales 

Monday, May 22 at St. Katherine of Siena, NE Philadelphia 
 

 

CLOSING EVENT 
Annual Student Awards & 

Solemn Evening Prayer 
 

Tuesday, May 9, 2017 
7:00 PM — 8:30 PM 

 

The Church of Saint Monica 
63 Main Avenue, Berwyn 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF 
CHURCH MUSICIANS 

IN PHILADELPHIA 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/

ACMP2014  

THOMAS J. HOEY 
Trumpet 

www.thomasjhoey.com 
thomas@thomasjhoey.com 

610-623-2072 

A Review of Recent Events 
 

In the Summer: 
SENSATIONAL SUMMER SESSIONS 
ACMP invited members and non-members to take advantage of summer’s extra time and 
participate in “Sensational Summer Sessions” offered in several locations throughout the 
Archdiocese. Two classes were offered: The Liturgical Calendar and Basic Music Theory/Sight 
Singing. All sessions were well attended and received genuinely positive feed 
 
SUMMER RETREAT with Fr. Frank Berna, Ph.D. 
Our Summer Retreat was held at Cranaleith 
Retreat House in NE Philadelphia. The retreat 
theme was “Visiting the Visitation: The Exploration 
of Gatherings to Experience the Presence of 
God.” We had the opportunity to reflect on our 
gatherings with friends, family and neighbors as 
time in the Presence of God.  
 

 
In the Fall: 
ANNUAL PASTOR/MUSICIAN BANQUET 
We gathered once again, as we have for s many years, to dine and 
socialize with friends and colleagues. This will be our last banquet at 
Williamson’s in Horsham, which will be closing. 
 
 
 
 

 
FALL SKILLS SESSION WITH MICHAEL KEMP 
Rejuvenating the Volunteer Choir 
This session explored a multi-faceted approach to voice building 
including: Posture Adjustments, Nasal Resonance, Vertical Vowels and 
Vocal Brilliance, Open Throat Singing, Singing With Expression, Working 
with the Aging Voice, Tone Placement, Clarifying Your Consonants, and 
Recruitment! 

WHAT HAS ACMP BEEN UP TO? 
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PARISH RECEIVES NATIONAL AWARD 
FOR ‘OPENING DOORS’  

      
     Saint John Chrysostom Parish in Wallingford has received the 
2015 Loyola Press Opening Doors Award presented by the National 
Catholic Partnership on Disability (NCPD). The award recognizes 
one U.S. parish for its efforts to welcome and integrate adults and 
children with disabilities in worship, the sacraments, ministry, service 
and parish life. Sr. Kathleen Schipani, IHM, NCPD Board Chair, called 
St. John’s “a shining model of what parish ministry can be with 
persons with disabilities.”  
     “The parish staff and parishioners are a wonderful model of 
including all people in their parish family,” Sr. Kathleen said. “What I 
especially admire is their planning process, which includes people 
with disabilities and their family members. What I also find very 
impressive is how they reach out to group homes in their parish 
boundaries—an area often overlooked.” St. John’s award application, submitted in September, notes the many ongoing 
efforts of the parish’s Ministry with Persons with Disabilities, launched in 2014 by the pastor, Fr. Ed Hallinan, and led by 
parishioner Kristina Vacha, MSS, LSW. The application details the parish’s response to Pope Francis’s 2013 call to 
“reach out to those who find themselves in the existential peripheries of our societies and to show particular solidarity 
with the most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters,” including the disabled. 
     St. John’s inclusion mission is informed by St. Mark’s Gospel account (7:31-37) of Jesus’ healing of a deaf and mute 
man. Fr. Hallinan has shared this Gospel often with the parish as a whole and with parish staff and leadership. The 
account challenges us to reflect on our own “deafness,” particularly to persons with disabilities: Whom are we failing to 
hear, see and reach in our lives and ministry? Those answers, gained through months of listening sessions with families 
and individuals, have yielded a variety of pastoral and social initiatives, including the monthly Mass of Welcoming and 
Inclusion—the first and only such monthly liturgy in the Archdiocese. 

     That Mass, at 11:30 AM on the first Sunday of the month, began in August. The liturgy 
includes modifications for persons with disabilities: an American Sign Language interpreter; a 
shorter liturgy; shorter hymns; softer music. The gifts of bread and wine along with the 
collection can be presented by someone wheel chair bound along with other family 
members. The cantor is a young man with autism, and other autistic children are free to 
move about the church as they need. 
     Meanwhile, the Parish Religious Education Program, directed by Theresa Hedlund, has 
answered the sacramental call for families of children with disabilities. Supported by 
catechists, aides and interactive materials from Loyola Press, Mrs. Hedlund has developed an 
Adaptive PREP to prepare children with a variety of disabilities to receive their sacraments—
a dream long out of reach for some families. 
     St. John’s was selected for the award by a three-judge panel, representing the 

Archdioceses of Atlanta and Portland (Ore.) and the Diocese of Toledo, Ohio, “after reviewing numerous applications 
from across the United States,” according to NCPD. “In their review, the judges looked at ways parishes demonstrate a 
deep commitment to parishioners with disabilities, providing access for full participation in all aspects of parish life: 
sacramental, catechetical, social, ministerial, and community service.” NCPD is expected to present the award, including 
a plaque and $1,000 check, to the parish in February. “We are grateful for this recognition from NCPD as we seek to 
provide all worshippers at St. John’s with a genuine feeling of belonging at the Lord’s Table,” Fr. Hallinan said. “This 
honor reflects not only the efforts of our ministry leaders, but the true love shown by all of our parishioners, day in and 
day out, for those who worship with our parish family. We will continue to seek out new ways to serve the Lord and 
our brothers and sisters.” 
     NCPD and Loyola expressed in a statement the hope that the award would inspire all parishes to sow “seeds of 
welcome to persons with disabilities,” and to make “accommodations for all to partake at the Lord’s table (producing) a 
bountiful harvest that nourishes the entire parish.”   

The Editor thanks Patti Georges, Music Director at St. John Chrysostom, for providing materials for this article. 
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HYMNODY: 
SING WE NOW OF CHRISTMAS /  
NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISETH 
Tune: Noel Nouvelet; French Renaissance Period 

Mary Elizabeth Campbell, MAMT-BC, CAGO 
 

     Many of the lovely Christmas carols that we hold dear come to us from France, and one of the oldest is 
Noel Nouvelet dating to the 15th century.  The  delightful and captivating tune has been set to various texts 
including the Easter lyrics Now the Green Blade Riseth written by English priest John Macleod Campbell Crum 
(1872-1958). 

     The original carol lyrics speak of the new Christmas, the birth of the new king, and include images of new 
life in nature.  

Chantons Noël pour le Roi nouvelet! 

Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici! 

Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel! 

Sing we now of Christmas, sing we now Noel! 
 

Waking from my sleep, a vision came to me; 

For before my eyes there stood a flow'ring tree, 

Where on a bright red rosebud I did see. 

Noël nouvelet, a new Noël sing we. 
 

     This dates from the Renaissance, a time of remarkable societal rebirth and new beginnings and predated the 
singing of congregational hymns.  This was probably a popular carol sung in public.  This carol is one of the 
most beloved in France and is often heard in choral and instrumental settings. 

     The Easter hymn lyrics are actually quite in keeping with the original message of new birth, but from an 
Easter perspective.  Father Crum wrote this in 1928, a year when he was transitioning from the post of Rector 
at Farnham to the Canon of Cantebury, a post he held until 1943. 
 

Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain, 

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain, 

Love lives again that with the dead has been, 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, 

Thinking that he would never wake again, 

Raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen, 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

Truly a carol for all seasons, and come down from so many centuries ago. 

THE ASSOCIATION OF CHURCH 
MUSICIANS IN PHILADELPHIA 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ACMP2014  
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FAMOUS ORGANISTS!      
Below is another biography in our series on famous 
organists. If anyone else would like to contribute 
something similar, please let the editors know. 

Leon Boellman was a 
composer and organist of 
Alsation origin, known best 
for his Suite Gothique, a 
staple of the organ 
repertoire.  He lived from 
1862 to 1897, and died at 
the age of 35. 

He studied in Paris at the 
Ecole de Musique Classique et Reliqieuse in Paris, 
with its director, Gustave Lefevre and also Eugene 
Gigout.  There he won first prize in piano, organ, 
counterpoint, fugue, plainsong, and composition.  
After graduation he was organist at the Church of St. 
Vincent DePaul, Paris, eventually becoming Organist 
Titulaire until his death. 

Being the favored student of Gigout, Boellmann  
moved among the best musical circles in Paris.  He 
made many friends with the artists of the day due to 
his pleasant personality.  He gave many concerts in 
Paris and the surrounding provinces. 

Leon was known as a teacher, critic, composer, and 
performer.  He composed approximately 160 works 
in all genres.  He wrote in the style of Franck and 
Saint-Saens, both of whom he admired.  His 
compositions exhibited a turn-of-the-century post 
Romantic esthetic.  His organ works demonstrated 
remarkable sonorities. 

His Toccata from the Suite Gothique was very 
popular during his day.  I like the Priere Notre-Dame 

from the suite, as it is 
useful as a prelude for 
Mass or funerals.  The 
Suite Gothique is 
downloadable from the 
IMSLP.ORG website 
for free (as are many 
other pieces that are 
in the public domain). 

Ronald Chancler   
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MOTIVATIONAL TOOLS FOR CHURCH MUSICIANS: 
POLISHING A MULTI-FACETED DIAMOND 

          How do church musicians stay motivated, focused and inspired? How do we remain in love with that which 
can be draining, full of routine, mired in personality conflicts, clashes over musical and liturgical choices, and other 
everyday struggles?  

          It can be very easy to become disillusioned and frustrated, but there are ways that we can help ourselves stay 
focused and our passion and joy remain ignited. They include: genuine passion and love for music ministry, 
interactions and enduring friendships with other musicians, working with different priests through the years and 
witnessing their dedication to their vocation, reading a wide variety of material on different topics, and, most 
especially, time for personal prayer. 

          The importance of working with fine musicians cannot be overestimated. Surround yourself with good 
musicians, especially with those whom you like as people, not  just as musicians. Do not settle for mediocrity; it can 
easily become the norm. Work with those who challenge and nurture you; they are a source of inspiration and 
motivation. Befriend them. They will give you comfort and hope when you need to vent. They will be a shoulder to 
cry on and understand you better than anyone else. 

          Read. Read. Read. Lose yourself in a good book. While it is necessary to read and stay informed of anything 
to do with the liturgy, it is also important to step away from it and peruse other topics that may interest you. 
Sometimes all that is needed is a cup of coffee or tea and a good book or article, a simple remedy that can provide a 
much-needed respite. The writings of Mr. Fred Rogers (It’s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood) can often provide 
that.  

        Stay in touch with priests and religious that have enriched your life. Call them just to say hello. Ask for advice. 
How do they sustain themselves in their mission to be a holy people? Spend quality time with musicians outside your 
parish. Our fellow music ministers meet us at various levels: the academic, the technical, the musical, and the 
spiritual. Attend concerts of all the performing arts; you will leave feeling refreshed and  inspired. 

         Our music ministry is a multi-faceted diamond, and it is imperative to keep our skills sharp. Do your best to 
attend workshops, seminars, conventions, conferences, etc. It is not always feasible to go to a convention, but try to 
squeeze in a workshop or seminar every year. It is a wonderful opportunity to share common concerns, rewards, 
etc., and to know that you are not isolated from fellow ministers. 

         Familiarize yourself with the writings of Pope Benedict XVI on music, and also on art in general 
(www.zenit.org.) A pianist himself, he instinctively grasps the power and value of all the arts, especially music, and 
recognizes the spiritual nature of all great music, both sacred and secular. On the evening of his 80th birthday Pope 
Benedict was treated to a concert  by the Radio-Television Orchestra of Stuttgart featuring pieces by the Pontiff’s 
beloved Mozart. He said: “I am convinced that music is truly the universal language of beauty, able to unite people of 
goodwill across the earth bringing them to raise their eyes above, to open them to that which is absolutely Good and 
Beautiful.” He considers music “a spring of inspiration and serenity, a companion 
on the journey, always offering comfort and joy.” 

       Most importantly, make time for personal prayer. Sit in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament in absolute silence. Close your eyes, empty your mind, and 
spend time in His Presence. Go on a retreat. Take advantage of the many 
spiritual centers that offer afternoon, one day, or weekend retreats, a spa that 
refreshes both spirit and soul. 

       Music is called to give hope to the human spirit. We are called to spread 
the good news through the precious gift of sacred music, to be a priestly 
people, a kingly people, a holy people, a people of prayer. 

      Music ministry is an awesome, life-giving gift, a communicator of beauty 
and truth. The multi-faceted diamond needs to sparkle and shine. Polish it 
often. Keep your flame ignited, and never let anyone rob you of your joy. 

Pat Gallo-Terrenzio, Director of Liturgical Music, St. Christopher Parish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
cathedralphilaconcerts.org 
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Ms. Mary Ann Allton, M.A. 
Director of Music, Sacred Heart 

18-15 Valley Road 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026 
Work: 610-449-3000 
Cell: 215-470-5659 

maryann7852@aol.com 
 

Mrs. Lorraine M. Andrews 
Director of Music, Holy Innocents Church 

4422 Malta Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19124-3820 

Home: 215-289-6973 
Cell: 215-680-3680 

vpatakeoff@gmail.com 
 

Mrs. Ellie Berry, Assoc. Degree 
Director of Music & Liturgy, Saints Simon and Jude 

1011 Faustina Drive 
West Chester, PA 19382 

Home: 610-344-9264 
Work: 484-879-6556 
Cell: 610-836-2370 
ellie429@gmail.com 

 
Ms. Jo Ann C. Cohen 

Cantor, Our Lady Help of Christians 
1216 Darby Road 

Havertown, PA 19083 
Home: 610-446-9669 

 
Mr. Domenic L. DiMartino 

Cantor, Our Mother of Good Counsel 
157 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
Home: 610-525-6442 
Cell: 610-247-3021 

dldim@aol.com 
 

Mr. Joseph Donahue 
Cantor, St. Vincent de Paul 

352 Linden Road 
Churchville, PA 18966 
Home: 215-834-3537 
joe@donahuejg.com 

 
Mr. Joe P. Koetas, M.S. 

Musician, Saint Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother 
Assumption BVM Church 

7 Laetitia Lane 
Landenberg, PA 19350-1051 

Home: 610-255-0578 
Work: 302-323-4542 
Cell: 302-650-0589 

jmctravel@msn.com 

Ms. Joan C. Mazur, BA, Biology 
Choir Member, Saint Laurence Church 

14 Tenby Road 
Havertown, PA 19083 
Home: 610-446-6596 
Work: 610-789-7000 
Cell: 484-433-0022 

joanmazur@insimed.com 
 

Mr. Kevin M. Myers, M.A., Music 
Director of Music, Assumption B.V.M. 

503 Continental Avenue 
Coatesville, PA 19320 

Cell: 717-829-4013 
kevin.myers@assumptionbvmwestgrove.org 

 
Mr. Joseph A. O’Brien 

Pianist/Organist, New Liberty Baptist, Blessed Virgin Mary 
27 West Chester Pike Apt. A 

Ridley Park, PA 19078 
Home: 215-327-0400 
Cell: 215-327-0400 

josephobrien12500@gmail.com 
 

Mrs. Judy Ann Tranchida 
Choir Member, Mary, Mother of the Reedemer 

119 Lincoln Drive 
North Wales, PA 19454 

Home: 215-646-5108 
Cell: 215-208-1979 

jatranchida@yahoo.com 
 

Mrs. Sara E. Topper, MA, Music Ed. 
Director of Music, Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

3E Second Street Apt. 7 
New Castle, DE 19720 
Home: 610-202-9413 
Work: 610-399-8400 

music@stmax.org 
 

Ms. Constance P. Winoski, B.S. Ed, Music 
All Saints Episcopal Church, Norristown 

Home: 610-520-5255 
Cell: 610-247-0701 

coolpiano@verizon.net 

NEW OR RETURNING MEMBERS — WELCOME! 



Ultimately, the posture of the liturgical musician 
must be one of humble service, striving to utilize 
music in a way that draws attention not to itself 
or those producing it, but to the Source of all 
music and all beauty, so that the entire 
community may offer worship to the Father by 
joining in Christ’s song of praise through the 
power and the grace of the Holy Spirit. When the 
liturgical musician follows the self-emptying 
example of Christ, the radiance of the Triune God 
will shine through, permeating every facet of his 
or her ministry, and it is this prayerful 
authenticity that may in turn inspire others to 
raise their hearts and voices to God in song.  

- Carolyn Pirtle, M.S.M., Assistant Director of the Notre 
Dame Center for Liturgy and composer of liturgical music 

 
Have You 

Encouraged 
Membership? 

The ACMP Officers and Board 
Members, in cooperation with the 

Archdiocesan Office for Divine 
Worship, encourages every musician of 

EVERY Parish and Educational 
Institution in the Archdiocese of 

Philadelphia to be represented among 
our ‘ranks.’ If you know of a colleague 

or friend serving a neighboring 
community, encourage them to get 
involved and become a member! 

All are welcome! 

THE CHURCH of SAINT MONICA 
635 FIRST AVENUE 
BERWYN, PENNSYLVANIA 19312-1652 

Winter 2017 Newsletter! 
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